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Jean-Paul Rodrigue 



Professor of Global Studies and Geography 

Jean-Paul Rodrigue, professor of Global Studies and Geography W* , has been on the Hofstra 
faculty since 1999 . His expertise is in transportation issues, energy prices, freight distribution 

logistics and supply chains - “pretty much anything that makes the global economy work, ” he said. 



His decision to focus on this area of research came as he was working on his PhD on transportation 
issues in China, which was then becoming a major global exporter and where many American 
companies were relocating. 



^^onsumers are, for the most part, unaware of the technology, politics, and behind-the-scenes 

processes that ensure products are well stocked in the stores. “Advances in transportation 
technology are behind all the choices we have as consumers,” Dr. Rodrigue said. “The key is the 
container which can be filled with pretty much anything.” The container - which can transport 
everything from fruits and vegetables to televisions, lumber and grain - is the unsung hero of global 
trade. 

The system of transporting goods overseas goes unnoticed unless something goes wrong, says Dr. 
Rodrigue. When asked about concerns over container security , Dr. Rodrigue feels that it’s an 
issue that has been somewhat overblown. “The security issue is an exaggerated topic ... Business 
is fairly secure. We’re not dealing with unknown entities here. These are large suppliers, purchasers 
and manufacturers.” 




In recent years, Dr. Rodrigue has been interviewed regularly on plans to expand the Panama Canal 
M . People are interested in the “impact this would have on American trade.” He is also well versed 
in transportation efficiency , which may have stalled due to rising energy costs and issues of 
congestion in developing countries. 

Dr. Rodrigue is the author of five books, 25 book chapters, more than 40 peer reviewed papers and 
numerous reports. He has delivered more than 130 conferences and seminar presentations, mostly 
at the international level. His book, LEspace Economique Mondial: les Economies Avancees et 
la Mondialisation (http://people.hofstra.edu/iean-paul rodriaue/ebook EEM.html) . about 
the global economic space, was published by Les Presses de I'Universte du Quebec and won the 
2001 PricewaterhouseCoopers award (Prix du livre d'affaire) for the best French business-related 
book published in North America. His high impact textbook, The Geography of Transport Systems 
(http://www.routledae-nv.com/books/The-Geoaraphv-of-Transport-Svstems- 
isbn978041 5483247) . was first published by Routledge in July 2006 and is now in its third edition. 

He is also co-editor of 201 3’s Sage Handbook of Transport Studies 
(http://www.saaepub.com/books/Book234882?siteld=saae- 

us&prodTypes=anv&a=transport+studies) . In 2011 . was appointed to bv the World Economic 
Forum to its Global Agenda Council on Advanced Manufacturing 
(http://www.hofstra.edu/home/news/pressreleases/archive/rodrique 08-24-2011.html) . 

Professor Rodrigue has recently been appointed to the 11 -member Freight Advisory Board of 
The Brookings Institution in Washington. DC 

(http://www.hofstra.edu/academics/colleaes/hclas/aeoa/aeoa news jeanpaulrodriaue.html) . 

which includes representatives from a wide range of industries: manufacturing, freight shipping, 
public agencies, private consulting, and academia. He has also been appointed to serve on the 
advisory board of the United States Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA) 
(http://news.hofstra.edu/2013/06/05/hofstra-professor-appointed-to-advisorv-board-of-the- 
united-states-merchant-marine-academv/) at Kings Point, NY, and has been tasked by the Inter- 
American Development Bank to provide regular contributions to their freight transport and logistics 
blog. 
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" Advances in transportation technology are behind all the choices we 
have as consumers " 



Scholars, Mentors, Teachers: Jean-Paul Rodrigue 




Dr. Jean-Paul Rodrigue in the news 

• You Don't Need A Nobel Prize To Be Wrong About Bitcoin, But It Helps ~ Forbes 
(http://www.forbes.com/sites/markrogowsky/2014/03/Q2/you-dont-need-a-nobel-prize- 
to-be-wrona-about-bitcoin-but-it-helps/) 

• Why the Plan to Dig a Canal Across Nicaragua Could Be a Very Bad Idea ~ WIRED 
(http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2014/02/nicaragua-canal/) 

• Las megainversiones gue dependen del Canal de Panama 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2014/01/140109 canal panama puertos inversione 
Mundo 

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/noticias/2014/01/140109 canal panama puertos inversione 

• Smaller. Slower. More Expensive: Panama Canal Losing Shipping To Other Routes 
~ Fox News Latino (http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/money/2014/01/Q9/while- 
shippinq-companies-mull-new-options-panama-canal-expansion-runs-into/) 

• Maersk and Lego are both going to profit off the world’s biggest cargo ship ~ Quartz 
News (http://gz.com/164994/maersk-and-lego-are-both-going-to-profit-off-the-worlds- 
biqqest-carqo-ship/) 

• The ‘humble hero’ of the global economy: containers 
(http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2013/12/the-humble-hero- 
oftheglobaleconomycontainers.html) ~ Al Jazeera.com 
(http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2013/12/the-humble-hero- 
oftheglobaleconomycontainers.html) 














• “Panama Canal Expansion Boom Might Sail Past U.S. Ports” 
(http://www.cnbc.com/id/1011405Q5) ~ CNBC.com 
(http://www.cnbc.com/id/1011405Q5) 

• “Nicaragua Revives Its Canal Dream” 

(http://online.wsi.eom/article/SB10001424127887323734304578543432234604100.html? 
mod=WSJ hpp LEFTTopStories) ~ Wall Street Journal 

(http://online.wsi.com/article/SB1 0001 4241 27887323734304578543432234604100.html? 
mod=WSJ hpp LEFTTopStories) 
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Hofstra Events 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 01, 2016 

#MvPrideMondav (http://events.hofstra.ed u/?elD=1 6945) 

All Day 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 03, 2016 

Science Night Live: When Dinosaurs Ruled New York (http://events.hofstra.edu/?elD=16877) 
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About Hofstra 

This site is W3C-WAI compliant | Hofstra University is an EO/AA/ADA educator and employer. 
(http://www.hofstra.edu/eoe) 
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